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An Unbelievable Sight  
By: Mya Fleyshman 

 
Did you ever wonder what a Disney movie 
like Aladdin would look like on Broadway? 
Aladdin had a total of 84 illusions and 
effects. In total, there were 337 exquisite 
outfits. In the final song of “Friend Like 
Me,” there was a total of 8,644 Swarovski 
crystals on each man’s suit. Disney’s 
Aladdin has a total of 10,000,000 views 
from people all around the world. The songs 
performed had amazing choreography. The 
choreography had turns, flips, jumps and 
lots more amazing things. The actors did an 
amazing job. There wasn’t any time where 
one of the actors went out of character. They 
stayed in character the whole show which 
made it very realistic as if the story really 
happened in real life. When Aladdin tricked 
the genie into getting them out of the Cave 
of Wonders without using any wish, the 
genie replied with “Ain’t nobody got time 
for that!” The whole audience started to 
laugh and the genie definitely got the 
biggest standing ovation. The end of “Friend 
Like Me” left the genie with a standing 
ovation as well. The illusion of the flying 
carpet in “A Whole New World” left the 
audience in awe. The song “Arabian Nights” 
was a great way to start the show because it 
introduced the characters. When Aladdin 
sang “Prince Ali” it really showed how 
badly he wanted to impress and be with 
Princess Jasmine. When Aladdin sang 
“Proud of Your Boy” it shared that he 
wanted his mother to be proud of him and of 
what he was doing. Overall, the actors did 
an amazing job and I would definitely 
recommend all to go ahead and see it. 

 
Mission Statement: 
Our mission at The Voice of 
I.S. 303 is to empower, 
educate and inform our 
school community on 
current events in our school, 
our community, our city and 
our world. As a Leader in 
Me school, we aim to share 
our passions and interests as 
Middle Schoolers in Coney 
Island, Brooklyn. 

 

 

 
🎃 I.S. 303 

Announcement🎃 
Our Halloween Dance 
will be on October 23rd 
2019. Best Costume 
Details Coming Soon! 

H    Halloween Delight 
     By: Selina Beltran 

 
October is right around the 
corner and you know what 
that means...Halloween!! 
On Halloween night you 
get to do so many fun 
things! You could carve 
pumpkins, watch  scary 
movies, or even go trick or 
treating! Mostly, kids go 
trick or treating or have 
parties and if your bored 
you could also make your 
own Halloween costume. 
On every block you’ll see 
kids with their amazing 
costumes and I know I will 
wear a costume too! 
There’s also many events 
on Halloween like haunted 
mazes and  a Halloween 
themed dance! Halloween 
only comes once a year so 
be ready to get spooky and 
start getting ready for 
Halloween!  
Oh! And just in case bring 
another bag if your gonna 
go trick or treating cause 
your bag could get fulllll 
of candy. Have a nice and 
scary Halloween, I.S. 303! 
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“When I began to read, I began to exist.” 

Walter Dean Myers       
 
     

          Special Events at I.S. 303 
By: Melony Mamedova 

 
Have you ever had a time where school was difficult and you disliked it? For example, too much 
homework being planned or being lonely as if you were alone for the day? Well, me too. Luckily, I.S. 303 
has very fun events to make all students excited. According to the school website, I.S. 303 has many 
events! Some events include, Career Day, Thanksgiving Day Drive, students engaging in service learning, 
and more! We are so excited to be at I.S. 303! 
In this school, an event such as the Thanksgiving Drive might not be in all schools. This school shows 
courage and respect and that’s why the drive (event) is included here. This event is based on giving the 
homeless/people in need of food. Another event is when students are engaging in service learning. This 
event is just like the Thanksgiving Drive where you give food to people in need, but in another service 
learning opportunity you deliver clothes to people in need. Children of I.S. 303 and other people as well 
distributes coats. The last event that will be mentioned here is Career Day. This will make a child’s 
expectation, reality. What I mean by this is that thousands of kids around the world have passions and 
jobs that they dream about and want to do in their life. For example, a job can be a firefighter, or an artist, 
musician, etc. This event lets kids connect with people who are living their dream for a whole day. As you 
all can see, I.S. 303 has a lot of the best events you can ever experience such as helping others and living 
your dreams. 

Inside I.S. 303 
By: Brian Luna 

 
I.S.303 is a middle school. I.S.303 is located at 501 West Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11224. There are 3 
different schools inside the building! The Principal's name is Carmen N. Amador. In I.S.303 we practice 
the 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen Covey.  
The first habit is “Be Proactive.”  
Take Responsibility for your reaction to your experiences.  
The second habit is “Begin with the End in Mind. Envision what you want in the future so you can work 
and plan towards it.  
The third habit is “Put first things first” which talks about the difference between leadership and 
management.  
The fourth habit is “Think win win -genuine feelings for mutually beneficial solutions or agreements in 
your relationships.  
The fifth habit is “Seek first to understand, then to be understood” which encompasses using empathic 
listening to genuinely understand a person, which compels them to reciprocate the listening and take an 
open mind to be influenced by you.  
The sixth habit is “Synergize!” Combine the strengths of people through positive teamwork, so as to 
achieve goals that no one could have done alone.  
The seventh and last habit is “Sharpen the Saw, Growth.” Balance and renew your resources, energy, 
and health to create a sustainable, long-term, effective lifestyle. The Leader in Me provides our school 
with a positive culture! 
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    Mexican Culture 

By: Ivette Tepi 
 

Mexico has many amazing things you probably don’t know about! In Mexico there is a lot of 
amazing candy, food and clothes. In Mexico it is sometimes a struggle for people to find jobs. 
However, many people were able to make their own job by selling corn, snacks, clothes and toys. 
In Mexico before stoves were made, they used an open fire, they used a cast iron pots, and pans 
also ceramic ware. In Mexico, there are traditional colors used to make clothes.  
 
To start, in Mexico there are many amazing candies. For example, in Mexico there are delicious 
candy such as Vero lollipops, Lucas crazy and Salsaghetti strip. Candy isn’t healthy so you can 
eat it sometimes but not all the time. Additionally, some of the Mexican candy are made out of 
tamarind, mango, watermelon, chamoy, and sometimes chocolate. These ingredients are not 
healthy, but it’s very good to eat because it can be mixed with sweet and sour. All in all, there 
are very delicious candies that you may have never tried before. 
 
In Mexico there are special ingredients to make the food special and delicious. For instance, in 
Mexico there are many foods that are just so good, such as rice, posole, Tortas, 
chili's en nogada, and tacos. These foods are all amazing to have at parties and just for dinner or 
lunch. To add on, all these Mexican foods are made out of chicken, avocado, beans and chili 
pepper. All these ingredients make the food delicious and even healthy. 
 
In Mexico there are many clothes that are very traditional to the Mexican people. For example, 
the colors they use are red, brown, green, yellow, and white. Some of these colors represent the 
Mexican flag such as green, red, and white. Also, to make these clothes you’ll need wool, cotton, 
silk, and bark.  
 
The candies are made with tamarind, mango, watermelon, chamoy, and sometimes chocolate. 
The food is very delicious. Meals usually are made out of chicken, avocado, beans, and chili 
pepper. All in all, take a trip to Mexico if you are interested in learning more or maybe just 
taking a relaxing trip. 
 
 

The Safety of Cell Phones  
By: Josiah Musa 

 
Students with cell phones can contact a parent or guardian in an emergency. However, if the 
student does not have a cell phone, the parent won’t know where their child is or if they’re in 
danger. A cell phone may not be used in school, but outside you can contact someone where you 
are. In an emergency, you can call 911 or home to send help to you. Students can contact 
someone to pick you up after school and know where you are from the landline if needed. 
Moreover, parents can track their child’s phone so they know they are not in trouble and call 
their child if they want to know where they are.  
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 The Science of Sleep 
By: Caszandra Silva 

 
Throughout your time asleep, your brain will cycle repeatedly through two different types of sleep: 
REM (rapid-eye movement) sleep and non-REM sleep. The first part of the cycle is non-REM sleep, 
which is composed of four stages. The first stage comes between being awake and falling asleep. The 
second is light sleep, when heart rate and breathing regulate and body temperature drops. The third and 
fourth stages are deep sleep. Though REM sleep was previously believed to be the most important 
sleep phase for learning and memory. Newer data suggests that non-REM sleep is more important for 
these tasks, as well as being the more restful and restorative phase of sleep. As you cycle into REM 
sleep, the eyes move rapidly behind closed lids, and brain waves are similar to those during 
wakefulness. Breath rate increases and the body becomes temporarily paralyzed as we dream. 
 
Why We Need Sleep? 
If you have ever felt foggy after a poor night’s sleep, it won’t surprise you that sleep significantly 
impacts brain function. First, a healthy amount of sleep is vital for “brain plasticity,” or the brain’s 
ability to adapt to input. If we sleep too little, we become unable to process what we’ve learned during 
the day and we have more trouble remembering it in the future. Researchers also believe that sleep may 
promote the removal of waste products from brain cells something that seems to occur less efficiently 
when the brain is awake. 
 
Sleep is vital to the rest of the body too. When people don’t get enough sleep, their health risks rise. 
Symptoms of depression, seizures, high blood pressure and migraines worsen. Immunity is 
compromised, increasing the likelihood of illness and infection. Sleep also plays a role in metabolism: 
Even one night of missed sleep can create a prediabetic state in an otherwise healthy person. All in all, 
sleep is very important for children and adults because of how healthy it is to us. 
 

 
Hurricane Sandy  

By:  Larissa Rodriguez 
 

Did you know one of the most deadliest and destructive hurricanes was Hurricane Sandy? This was also the strongest 
hurricane of 2012. The damage cost nearly $70 billion to fix. It was the second costliest hurricane record in the United 
States. The affected areas were the Bahamas, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, Dominican republic, Eastern United 
States, Bermuda, Mid Atlantic, Eastern Canada, and the Greater Antilles. Hurricane Sandy was very devastating. 
About 285 people died because of the horrible destructions: 42 in New York, 12 in New Jersey, 9 in Maryland, 4 in 
Connecticut,  2 in Virginia, 1 in North Carolina, and 1 in Canada. To add on, at one point Sandy’s hurricane force 
winds extended it up to 175 miles (at least 74 mph). Sandy’s storm damaged at least 650,000 homes and 8 million 
customers lost power. Storm Surges were massive: 8 1/2 feet higher than normal at Sandy Hook, New Jersey and 12 
1/2 feet at Kings Point, Long Island. Hurricane Sandy was a category 3 hurricane and the highest category is 5. Sandy 
began as a Tropical wave in the Caribbean on October 19th. It quickly developed becoming a tropical depression and 
becoming a tropical storm in 6 hours. Tropical storm Sandy was the 18th named storm of the 2012 Atlantic hurricane 
season. It was upgraded to a hurricane on October 24th. Sandy ended up causing about $20 billion in property damage 
and $10 billion to $30 billion more in lost business, making it one of the costliest natural disasters on record in the 
United States.  
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     Hurricane Dangers 
    By: Zubaed Mahbub  

 
Have your ever witnessed or experienced a hurricane? Well, for one thing, if you have 

not, I sure can tell you that you’re very lucky. Hurricanes are very dangerous and difficult to 
survive, over the past ten years, hurricanes have become so bad that they tear apart and shred 
cities as if they are toys. These devastating and horrible natural disasters are caused by global 
warming which is a gigantic problem all on its own. In fact, global warming has made hurricanes 
so bad in the past years, that scientists are working on a debate as to whether they should add 
another category to the Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale. Also, hurricanes get worse, the 
higher there is a chance for their forming! Now that's a big, big problem because constant deadly 
hurricanes can cause the end of the world! These hurricanes are becoming so frequent, that there 
is a whole list of them that have happened in 2019 and maybe more to come. 

The amount of hurricanes skyrocketed since the year of 2014. Though you might know 
this, there have been many, many hurricanes and tropical storms that have been going around 
lately in September of 2019, some of which are tropical storm Jerry, which is expected to hit the 
Gulf of Mexico with a population of 53.23 million people, tropical storm Imelda which will hit 
Houston, Texas with a population of 29.1 million people. Tropical storm Karen which is going to 
hit Puerto Rico with a population of 3.6 million people, now Tropical storm Karen is a super 
strong tropical storm and by the time you are reading this article, tropical storm karen might be a 
category 3 hurricane. Now for the big guys: hurricanes: Hurricane Dorian is still active but has 
gone down a little hitting the Bahamas with a population of 389,000 people. Hurricane Lorenzo 
on the other hand isn't friendly, Lorenzo is a hurricane that just formed but is getting very strong, 
right now a category 1 but is estimated to become a category 4! That's the 3rd major hurricane 
this hurricane season! Hurricane Lorenzo is going to hit the Bahamas also and a little bit of 
florida. Lastly, Hurricane Humberto is a category 3 hurricane that is going to hit Bermuda with a 
population of 62,500 people. This is a lot of storms and hurricanes but sadly, its might just get 
even worse. 

So, “Why will it get worse?” you might ask. Well the cause of the increase of all these 
hurricanes is global warming. This is a serious issue for the environment and human society. 
Global warming is the rise in temperature in the global atmosphere due to non-renewable 
resources, such as fossil fuels, as in coal, oil and natural gases, greenhouse gasses and carbon 
dioxide. Carbon dioxide is made by burning these fossil fuels and resources. As the temperature 
rises in the globe, the amount of hurricanes do as well. Since hurricanes need warm and hot air, 
the more hot and warm air exists, the more global warming increases and the more hurricanes 
form! We need to make a stand to help stop global warming and prepare for hurricanes because 
there is going to be a lot of them and a lot more than you might think. 
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Tips and Most Strategic Ways To Accelerate/Enhance Your Handwriting 
By: Heron Crisantos 

 
You may ask yourself “My peer sitting next to me writes so much better than I, I wish I can write 
the same as him/her.” No worries, I have a few tips that will enhance your handwriting in the 
best way possible. 
 
               Anyway, let’s be real, handwriting (and trying to improve) is tedious and a time - 
intensive task - so getting adequately motivated is the first step to improve your handwriting, and 
it’s never too late to do. There are many ways to improve your handwriting, I will give those 
ways at the end, and use my tips to help you. 
  
               First off, if you’re left handed and use pens, get pens with Fast Drying ink, if you’re 
right handed there is no problem. If you have free-time use that time to improve your writing. I 
would recommend using both pens, and mechanical pens such as 0.7, 0.5, and 0.9, I use 0.7, 0.5. 
If you write hard use 0.9 or 0.7. If you write gentle use 0.5 and use the BIC #2 Pencils. They are 
the best pencils to write with in my opinion, and use #2 wood pencils if necessary, I 
RECOMMEND never using #3 pencils, since they can break paper easily, and they don’t write 
very well, because of the ink. I know this because in 5th grade I wanted to buy #2 Pencils, I 
wasn’t paying attention and got #3 and during the first day of school, when I wrote in my 
notebook, it was very hard to write, and it ripped a page of my notebook. I had to ask a peer to 
borrow a normal or mechanical pencil. I recommend using #3 ONLY for drawing.  
 
              Next, make sure you’re using the grip that’s the most comfortable for your hand. The 
four ways to write are Dynamic Tripod, Dynamic Quadrupod, Lateral Tripod, and Lateral 
Quadrupod. I personally use Lateral Quadrupod. A lot of people that write use Dynamic Tripod, 
Dynamic Quadrupod, Lateral Tripod and Lateral Quadrupod are less common. Through most 
experts recommend Tripod, no one has confirmed which way writes the best. The correct grip is 
simply one that’ll help you lessen unnecessary strain on your joints and help you write smoothly 
and for longer periods of time without tiring out your hands.  
 
               There are many ways to improve your handwriting, such as mimicking handwriting on 
Instagram accounts and watching YouTube videos that show to improve handwriting, and that’s 
the actual reason that inspired me to write this article. Also, make handwriting practice an 
anxiety relieving exercise by keeping a diary. Keeping a diary is a productive way to practice 
your handwriting, it’s also good for improving mood and sleep. Try bullet journals. Bullet 
journals are great for organizing your classroom or outside schedules, to-dos, and thoughts, and 
perfectly enough also for practicing your handwriting. Write a friend or family member a letter. 
You’ll make someone’s day better, AND improve your handwriting. That’s a win-win-win 
situation. 
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                I have more tips to share, such as, using a book called “Spencerian Penmanship” a 19th 
century book still used to help improve handwriting for children and adults. Find a pen that 
works well for your hand, and have extras in case if you lose them. I recommend using gel pens. 
The perfect pen or pencil is necessary to make sure your hand feels comfortable and properly 
supported while writing. 
 
              Learning the basics and what to practice is also an essential step. If your handwriting 
still looks the same after your most dedicated efforts, remember you won’t make any 
handwriting perfect in a day or week, but stay committed to identifying and correcting the factors 
that are affecting your penmanship, and you’ll eventually get your handwriting to where you 
want it to be. 
 

How to Achieve Your Goals Easily  
By: Momna Asghar 

 
In the last 6 months I’ve experimented with a simple strategy that has improved my work and my 
health. I decided to make goals and plans to achieve the things that I want.  
Using this one basic idea, I have made consistent progress on my goals every single week 
without incredible doses of willpower or remarkable motivation.  
Today I want to share how I use this strategy and how you can apply it to your own life to 
improve your health and work. 
 
 The Problem with How We Usually Set Goals  
If you’re anything like typical humans, then you have dreams and goals in your life. In fact there 
are probably many things – large and small- that you would like to accomplish.  
 We must focus on the end goal that we want to achieve and the deadline. 
  
 How to Achieve Your Goals Ideas  
As regular readers know,  if you give up you won’t be able to achieve it. Imagine if I had set a 
deadline for myself to get 1,000 subscribers in 12 weeks there would be no chance to get that 
many subscribers in 12 weeks if I give up. You see that you have to stick to your goals in order 
to achieve them. 
  
Few days ago I wanted to do a 100 pushups but I only got up to 36. Instead I decided to set a 
schedule for my workouts. The goal is simple. Just stick to it. It will make you fit and strong, just 
follow your plan and don’t give up. 

Works Cited 
“How to Make Achieving Goals Easy: Issue 12: Setting Goals.” ConvertKit, 27 Feb. 2018, 
https://convertkit.com/achieving-goal. 
Adams, R.L. “7 Steps to Achieving Any Goal in Life.” Entrepreneur, 21 Dec. 2016, 
https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/285049. 
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                                   Winter is Coming 
By: John Soliev

 
Winter is a really cold season of the year. 
There are a lot of interesting facts about the 
season. For example, did you know 
snowflakes come in all shapes and sizes? Or 
that it snows where you least expect? There 
has been some times where it has snowed in 
the Sahara Desert! 
 
Did you also know that a little amount of 
water can add up to a lot of snow? This is 
true. One inch of rain can equal up to 13 
inches of snow! Did you know that the Earth 
is closest to the Sun in winter? This is also 
true. The Earth reaches its point in its orbit 
that is nearest to the Sun in January!  
 
Did you know that more than 22 million tons 
of salt are used on U.S. roads every year? The 
average person is estimated to use 137 pounds 
every year in winter! Did you also know that 
Japan is the snowiest city on Earth? This is 
crazy because each year Japan citizens are 
pummeled with 312 inches, or about 26 feet 
of snow on average!  
 
There are some strange things happening 
earlier in the year. In northwest Siberia, the 
snow has been forming into snowballs by 
themselves! Giant snowballs have been 
washing up on the Gulf of Ob Beach! It turns 
out that the wind and water were responsible 
for this mysterious case. Wet snow is the best 
for building a snowman-building! Snow on 
the wet or moist side is the best for building a 
snowman! 
 
These facts that I searched are only a portion 
of the facts about winter that I researched. 
There is a lot more facts than you think there 
are. Some might surprise you! 

                    I'm Too Full! 
 By: Samandar Khamidov 

 
Are you ready for Thanksgiving? I am, but only 
for the sweet turkey. Alright, not just the turkey, 
don't forget to thank others and treat people with 
respect. First things first, you may think the only 
reason we celebrate thanksgiving is because of the 
food and drinks, plus the fun.Thanksgiving isn't 
like that. In fact, Thanksgiving is all about 
thanking the people who taught you, people that 
are always on your side, and the people who made 
sacrifices for you, such as your parents. 
Additionally, we could celebrate Thanksgiving 
with our friends and/or ,especially, our family to 
be thankful and to appreciate the special day. 

        During Thanksgiving, some consumables 
such as cranberry sauce, mashed potatoes, 
vegetables, soups, bread and of course the huge 
turkey are served during Thanksgiving day. For 
one thing, food will keep coming until your full 
enough and a need of nap. We are all looking 
forward to Thanksgiving!  
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                  Holiday Fun 
       By: Abdurazzak Razzakov 

 
I.S. 303 is a place for every child to redeem 
themselves. I.S. 303 is a place where children 
come first. Here you can learn a lot of stuff 
that you may never have known about.We 
have breakfast, after school programs and 
much more.I advise you to come to I.S. 303 
for many reasons. 
           There are a lot of upcoming holidays.I 
want to highlight such as Halloween. Do you 
want to scare your friends this time? All you 
need is the cover of blanket, a drone and a 
stick. Make sure your drone is fully working, 
then take the stick and attach it to the drone 
on the bottom. Then take a little cardboard 
platform on the bottom of your stick. Make a 
hole in the cover of the blanket and attach it to 
the cardboard. Scare your friends with flying 
ghosts.  
Oh well look at that, Columbus day is also 
coming. Want to know how to make a mini 
boat. First print out a picture of the boat you 
want to make. Than look at the side of the 
boat? Take a piece of cardboard and cut only 
the way it looks on the bottom side, not the 
decorations on top. Do this twice, then 
connect them by making little piercings. For 
the top part use a stick and an old shirt 
remains for the sails. There you go, you have 
a mini boat. 

See, it is that easy to prepare for some 
of these holidays. Now go ahead and have 
some fun. 
 

             What is Gaming For? 
              Haadi Ahmed 

 
 Gaming is out there for people of all ages. People 
of all ages look forward to playing video games 
when school breaks out. Can gaming affect your 
grades? Well in some cases, yes, if you play a 
game for 4-5 hours a day it can be very bad for 
your eyes and it can also become addicting. 
Addiction can be a very strong word, but when 
you put that much effort into an activity it can 
vary. When kids get addicted they become 
obsessed with wanting to play the game all day. 
This also means that kids have no extra time to 
study or do their homework. These two are very 
important when it comes to your grade. Studying 
provides a curriculum that you can use to take 
advantage of, tests, quizzes, and exams. 
Homework plays a big role because it is 15% of 
your grade. Can there be a way to balance gaming 
and studying? In a way, yes, because if you are 
able to make a ratio of at least an hour of gaming 
and then the rest of the time that you may have 
studying, that might seem like the best option to 
you and your parents. It may seem unfair but 
studying more is the better solution. Students that 
play more video games than study, are the kids 
who don’t get the average grade. 
 Overall, students who study and do their 
homework are more likely to do better than kids 
who play video games all day. Most kids that like 
to take school and the success of their future 
seriously will always be the ones that become the 
most successful. I hope the lesson that you learned 
from this article will help you with the 
understanding that education is one of the most 
important parts of your life. 
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Ask Ms. Smarties 

Problem: I got so used to being on vacation, that I am having trouble adjusting 
to school.  
Answer: You should walk around the school, talk to  your teachers and let them know 
how you are feeling. Please, also, talk to your friends, and/or school professionals and 
be sure to get to know the school more. By October, you will be well adjusted to 
school! 

 

Principal’s Corner  
In the world of information, which now can be retrieved literally with the push of a button, I 
still appreciate sitting down with a traditional paper and flipping through the pages. Writers, 
reporters, columnists bring reading to life. Our school newspaper is something to which I 
especially look forward. Reading the articles in the school newspaper gives me a glimpse as to 
what students are thinking and how these articles reflect the interest and ideas of our larger 
school community. As a News Literacy school, our Journalism Department is one that takes 
critical components, such as reliability of information and sources, seriousness of content 
while it is still of high interest, into consideration. I commend our newspaper club and their 
facilitator, Ms. Harris, for a job well done. I look forward to reading many more issues 
containing the high interest stories of our I.S. 303 students who work hard at research as they 
bring pen to paper. Keep up the good work Team 303! 
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