
IMVAIN 

Name: 
Date: 
IMVAIN  
Article:  
 

Independent:  
● Does the quoted source have personal 

interests at stake? 
● What organization published the 

article? 
● What do you know about the group? 

(Try scouring the website for “About Us” 
information, or use a search engine to see 
what others have to say about the site.) 
Red Flags: Employer, investigator, neighbor 
 

 

Multiple:  
● Are there two or more people who are 

saying the same thing? 
● Does the article give different sides of 

the issue or topic? Or does it seem 
biased? Explain. 

Red Flags: Family, housemate, teammates 
 

 

Verifies:  
● Does the source provide material that 

verifies what they say?  
● What seems to be the purpose of the 

article? Can you verify the story in a 
news source you know you can 

 



trust—like the website of a well-known 
newspaper, magazine, or TV news 
program? 

Red flags: Strong Language, tone 
 

Authoritative:  
● Does the source have the training or 

experience to back up what they say? 
Look at other news stories on the same 
site. Do most of them seem hard to 
believe? (If they all seem unbelievable, 
that’s a red flag. Real news is rarely 
that unimaginable!) 

Red Flag:  Lawyers talking science 

 

Informed:  
● Is the source well informed about the 

specific nes topic?  
● If the article has a shocking headline, 

does it have facts and quotes to back it 
up? (Note:Some fake news sources 
count on people reading only the 
headline of a story before sharing it on 
social media!) 

Red flag: Greater access to the source 

 

Named:  
● Is the source named?  

Red flag: Anonymity 
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